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My Lokps, 
IT has been long wiſhed, chat there 
could be a Method found out, for 
more effectually uniting his Maje- 
ſty's Proteſtant Subjects, and for make- 
ing the Terms of their Conformity to 
the Eſtabliſned Church more eaſy and 
agreeable to them. 
1 have, therefore, i to pre- 
b g pare a few ſhort Heads of a Bill for that 
* Purpoſe, as I mentioned to your Lord- 
ſhhips at our laſt Meeting; which, though 
they may not be ſufficient to complete 
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the Work, . may, at leaſt, contribute to 
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Prepare and pave the Way towards it. 
But, before I preſent your Lordſhips 


with theſe Heads of a Bill, which I 


have now in my Hands, I believe, it 


will be expected, that I ſhould ſay ſome- 


thing to open, and explain the Purport 
and Deſign of them, which conſiſts of 


two Parts. 


The firſt of which is defi gned to rec- 
tify a Miſtake in the Act of Uniformity, 
paſſed in the 17th and 18th of King 


Charles II. In Part of which there is 
an Omiſſion, which ſeems to defeat and 


contradict the very Intent of the Act. 


But, as I apprehend, that, if that Part 
of the Act was now read, your Lord- 


ſhips would immediately perceive where 


the Error lies; I therefore, humbly . 


move that, That Part of the Act may 
be now read. 

Which was read as follows: 

*« Be it further enacted, by the Au- 
te thority aforeſaid, that every Parſon, 
« Vicar, or other Miniſter whatſoever, 


who 
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[5] 
who now hath, and enjoyeth, any 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or Promotion, 


within this Realm of Freland, ſhall in 
the Church, Chapel, or Place of 
publick Worſhip, belonging to his 


ſaid Benefice, or Promotion, upon 
ſome Lord's-Day, before the firſt Day 
of the Annunciation of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mary, which ſhall be in the 
Year of our Lord 1667, openly, pub- 
lickly, and ſolemnly read the Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer appointed by 
this Act to be read, by and accord- 
ing to the ſaid Book of Common- 
Prayer, at the Times thereby appoint- 
ed; and after ſach reading thereof, 
ſhall openly and publickly, before 


the Congregation there aſſembled, 


declare his unfeigned Aſſent and Con- 

ſent to the Uſe of all Things in the 

ſaid Book contained and preſcribed, 

in theſe Words, and no other: 

<« I A, B. do hereby declare my un- 

feigned Aſſent and Conſent to all and 
53. 5 5 < every 


every Thing contained and preſcribed 


in, and by the Book, entituled, The 
Book of Common-Prayer, and Ad- 


miniſtration of the Sacraments, and 


other Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church, according to the Uſe of the 
Church of Jreland, together with the 
Pſalter, or Pſalms of David, point- 


© ed as they are to be ſung or ſaid in 


Churches, and the Form and Man- 
ner of making, ordaining, and conſe- 
crating of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- 
A. © 

« And be it enacted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That every Perſon who 


ſhall hereafter be preſented, or colla- 
ted, or put into any Eccleſiaſtical 


Benefice, or Promotion, within this: 
his Majeſty's Realm of Ireland, ſhall 
in the Church, Chapel, or Place of 
publick Worſhip, belonging to his 
ſaid Benefice or Promotion, within 
two Months next after that he ſhall 


be in the actual Poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
ay Eccleſiaſtical 
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Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or Promotion, 
« upon ſome Lord's-Day, openly, pub- 
lickly, and ſolemnly read the Morn- 
« ing and Evening Prayers appointed to 
be read by and according to the faid 
© Book of Common-Prayer, at the Times 
te thereby appointed; and after ſuch 


c 


c 


A 
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reading thereof, ſhall openly and 


e publickly, before the Congregation 
there aſſembled, declare his unfeign- 
ed Aſſent and Conſent #9 the Uſe of 
<« all Things therein contained and ook 

« ſcribed.” : 
3 8 
I now apprehend it appears to your 


La) 


* 


5 Lordſhips, that the Intent of this Part of 


the Act was, to oblige every Miniſter 
poſſeſſed of any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, 
only to give his Aſſent and Conſent to 


the Uſe of all and every Thing contain- 


ed in the Book of Common Prayer 
Whereas the Form of Declaration pre- 
ſcribed by the Act, in which, and no 
other, ſuch Miniſter is obliged to give 
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his Aſſent and Conſent, is ſo worded, 


as ſeemingly to make him give his Aſ- 
ſent and Conſent, not barely to the Ve 
of all, and every Thing contained in the 
Book of Common- Prayer, but to. the 


Things themſelves; which is a very dif- 
ferent Aﬀair, both with Regard to the 


Drfſenters and ourſelves, With Regard 


to the Diſſenters, as it prevents thoſe 


who do not approve of all and every 


Thing contained in the Book of Common- 


Prayer from joining in Communion with 
us: And with Regard to ourſelves, as 


there is a wide Diſtance between being 
certain of the Truth, and being certain 
of the Falſehood of ſome Propoſitions; . 


it is no Way inconſiſtent with the ſtrict- 
eſt Honeſty, for Perſons to give their 


Aſſent and Conſent, for Peace and Uni- 


formity Sake, to the Uſe of ſome parti- 
cular Forms of Worfhip, either in Doc- 
trine or Diſcipline, though they may not 
thorougly approve of the Things them- 
* and to try to get them amended: 

While 
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8 
While the publick Declaration of our 
Aſſent and Conſent to the Things them- 
ſelves, tyes down the Mind from any 
further Enquiry, and by diſcouraging all 
Doubts, and inquiſitive Induſtry, puts a 
Stoy to all Improvement in Knowledge, 
or any further Reformation in Religion. 
Whereas, at the Time of the Refor- 
mation, which was made in the Reign 
Queen Elzabeth, there were ſo many 
Things to be amended, that it was not 
conſiſtent with the common Rules of 
Prudence to make too great an Altera- 
tion all at once, The moſt-glaring and 
notorious Offences were, therefore, firſt 
to be removed, while common Senſe di- 
rected, that thoſe which were more la- 
tent, and leſs viſible, ſhould be referred 
to a further Day. | 
But, my Lords, I think J ought to 
have mentioned to your Lordſhips, that 
this Part of the Act of Uniformity, 
which has been now read, together with 
the little Oath (a it has been called) by 
which 
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which Non-refiſtance and an unlimited 


paſhve Obedience were eftabliſhed by 
Law, were added in, 1 immediately. after 
the Reſtoration of King Charles the Se- 
cond, to the Act of Uniformity that 
was paſſed in the Reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, 

However, it is not my Deſign, or 
Deſire to caſt any Reflections upon thoſe 
Perſons, who thought it neceſſary to 
have theſe Additions then made; tho 


the private Hiſtory of that Tranſaction 


does not ſpeak much to their Advant- 


age; and, indeed, what appears upon 


the Face of the Act itſelf, ſeems to 
confirm the Report. For, though that 
Part of the Act in general, ſeems plain- 
ly calculated to oblige the Clergy only 
to give their Aſſent and Conſent to the 
Uſe of every Thing contained in the 
Book of Common- Prayer, yet the Words, 
to the Uſe of, are omitted out of the 
Declaration of Aſſent, which is pre- 
ſcribed to be read in Churches, Which 
Piece 


1111 
Piece of Fallacy, when it was firſt de- 
tected in England, was attempted to be 
rectified there, by a Clauſe brought in- 
to the Houſe of Lords for that very 
Purpoſe, But, the then Duke of York, 
Who was afterwards King James the 
Second, though he could not prevent 
its paſſing that Houſe, yet had Influence 


ſufficient to have it rejected by the Com- 


mons, and did not even let it paſs the 
nut of Lords without a Proteſt. 
Immediately after the Revolution, 
e Scheme, to the ſame Purpoſe, 
together with ſome further Conceſſions 


in Favour of the Diſſenters, was pro- 


jected by Archb. Tillolſon and others, 
but which was alſo defeated by the 
bigotted Zeal of the High- Church Par- 
ty. I am very ſenſible that it was then, 
and is now, urged by ſome, that there 
was no Need of ſuch a Clauſe, becauſe 
the Intent of the Act is ſufficiently plain; 
and that to any one who will but con- 
I cult and conſider the Act itſelf, it muſt 


appear 
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appear, that the Declaration of Aſſent 


and Conſent ſhould only be underſtood, 
asrequiring our Aſſent and Conſent 70 


the Uſe of all Things contained in the 


Book of Commox- Prayer, and that all 
penal Statutes are to be interpreted in 
their fulleſt Latitude- in Favour of the 
E. cup 1 

But, my Lords, if you are pleaſed tc to 
dr, that the Act itſelf is not ap- 
pointed to be read in Church, but only 
the Form of Declaration, ont of which 
the Words to the Uſe . of are omitted; 


then it is not to be wondered at, if they 


who are ignorant of the Act, whether 
Laity or Clergy, ſhould be deceived 


thereby ; and ſhould not imagine that 
the Form of Declaration, which they 


hear read by Virtue of the Act, was 
inconſiſtent with the Intent of the Act. 


To prevent therefore, all Miſtakes of 


this Kind for the "Fs the Alteration, 
which is propoſed to be made on this 


Head, is only to inſert the Words, to 


the 
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the Uſe of, in the Form of the Declara- 


tion, after the ſame Manner as they now 
ſtand in the Body of the Act. Which, 

as it is doing no more than what com- 
mon Honeſty, and common Juſtice, ſeem 
to require, I therefore, think will not 


be diſagreeable to your Lordſhips, 


The fecond Thing propoſed in theſe 


Heads of a Bill, is 7 /eſſen the Number 


of our Creeds. . I believe it will be al- 
lowed, that the Creed, commonly call- 
ed the Apoſtles Creed, contains all the 
fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, which are generally neceſſary to 
Salvation. a believe, it will be like- 
wiſe acknowledged, as a Piece of 

litical Prudence, that all the Articles 
every eſtabliſhed national Creed, in or- 
der to prevent unneceſfary 1 and 


Diviſions in the Church, ought to be as 


few, ſhort, plain, and 1 ent as 
poſſible. I believe it wilb alſo be allow- | 


ed, by all Proteſtants, that nothing ought 
to be inſerted 1 in our Creeds as à Rule of 


2 1 Faith, 


(14 ) 


Faith, but what is plainly and clearly 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures; as that 


is the Baſis on which the Reformation 
of our Religion from Popery is founded, 


And now, my Lords, if theſe Pro- 


poſitions, which I have here advanced, 
be true, and in my Opinion they are, 
indiſputable, I defire to know, what we 
Proteſtants have to do with the Nzcene 
Creed | ? 

The Nicene Creed, as far as it differs 


from the Apoſtles Creed, is nothing elſe 


but the Determination of a Number of 


| Biſhops in the fourth Century, on a Diſ- 
pute ſtarted in the Church of Alexan- 
dria, concerning a metaphyſical Point 
of Theology, not plainly revealed in the 
Scripture ; which the Nicene Fathers 
themſelves thought of ſo little Conſe- 
queence to the Generality of Chriſtians, 


that it was not ordered to be taught the 


Catechumens, nor even fo much as to 
be read in the Churches, till it was, ſome 


Centuries afterwards, appointed by the 


Church 


fs)... 

Church of Rome, to be read at the Com- 

munion- Service. 
In which Church, where the Pope, 
in Council, is acknowledged to be in- 
fallible, there is ſome Pretence for bind- 
ing the Conſciences of Men to the Be- 
lief of Articles, that are of Human In- 
vention. But, in the Proteſtant Church 
of Ireland, which acknowledges no In- 
fallibility in any Deciſions, except thoſe 
of the Old and New Teſtament, it ſeems 
to be an Abſurdity to have any Doctrine 
eſtabliſhed as a Rule of Faith, which is 
not plainly and clearly n in thoſe 

ſacred Writings. 
© Whereas the ſtrongeſt Abettors of the 
Nicene Creed do not ſo much as pretend, 
that the Doctrine of the Conſubſtanti- 
ality of the Father and Son, is to be 
found in the Scriptures, but only in the 
Writings of ſome of the Primitive Fa- 
thers. And, I beſeech your Lordſhips 
then to conſider, whether it is not ab- 
ſolutely contradictory to the fundamen- 
| W - _ "ma 
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tal Principles on which the Reformati- 


on of the Proteſtant Religion from Po- 


pery is built, to have any Doctrine eſtab- 
liſhed as a Rule of Faith, which is 


founded barely, on Tradition, and is not 
plainly, and clearly revealed in the Scrip- 


tures ? 


J am very unwilling to wo any thing 
to the Prejudice of the Nicene Fathers, 


or of their contemporary Hiſtorians ; but 


as the preſent is undoubtedly a more en- 
lightened Age, than that in which the 
Aicene Council was aſſembled; and as 


it is tlie inſeperable Property of Time, 


ever more and more to diſcover Truth, 
to which the Invention of the Art of 
Printing, as well as the Reformation 


and Revolution, have of late Years 


greatly contributed; I think I may fafe- 
ly ſay, it ſeems unreaſonable, that we, 


at this Diſtance of Time, ſhould: be tied 
And, as to the Ecelęfiaſtical Hiſtorians 


0 that, and the CEP Century, this 


3 —— much 


N 
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much I think myſelf in Honour obliged 
to inform your Lordſhips of, that all 
thoſe Books have been ſince deſtroyed, 


which were then publiſhed in Oppoſiti- 


on to the Decrees of the Council of 
Nice, ſo that all our Information comes 


only n one Side of the Queſtion. 
And of thoſe Hiſtories upon this Head, 
which have been ſuffered to come down 


to our Hands, I do not know one, un- 
leſs you will except Euſebius of Cæſarea, 


who faith but little on this Subject, but 


what is ſo filled, either with Falſhoods, ww 


Forgeries, or Contradictions, that their 


Veracity is not to be depended on. 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſe: we ſhould al- 


dow the Nicene Fathers, and their Hiſ- 


torians, to be much more honeſt, and 


much more able Men than they really 
were; I cannot think that the Deter- 
minations of any Set of Men whatſo- 
ever, ſince the Time of the Apoſtles, 
on a metaphyſical Subject of Theology, 
not clearly revealed in the Scriptures, * 
3 tne 


. 
the proper Subject for the Creed of a 
Chriſtian. 
The great Lord 1 in his excel- 
lent Treatiſe on the Advancement of 
Learning; a Work that cannot ſuffi- 
ciently be praiſed, and to which Mr. | 
Boyle, Mr. Locke, and the great Sir Jſaac | 
Newton, owe the firſt Rudiments of the ' 
ſeveral Syſtems which they have ſince 
carried to ſo great Perfection: In this 
wonderful Treatiſe, wherein Lord Ba- 
con is ſhewing the Deficiency of each 
Species of Learning, and is pointing out 
the Errors which have prevented the 


Progreſs and Advancement of it; thge 


Science of Theology comes, among o- 
thers, under his Conſideration, upon 
which he has this Remark, which, for 
Fear of being miſtaken in the Quota- 
tion, I have written down, and ſhall 
beg Leave to read to your Lordſhips. 
« Here, therefore, I note this Deficien- 
A that there hath not been, to my 


al * Underſtanding, ſufficiently enquired 
5 and 
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ce and handled, the true Limits and 
Uſe of Reaſon in ſpiritual Things, as 


c a Kind of divine Dialectick; which 
ce for that it is not done, it ſeemeth to 


<< mea Thing uſual, by Pretext of true 
_<. conceiving that which is revealed, to 
<<. ſearch, and mine into that, which is 


not revealed.” 


' You have now heard, my Lords, the 


Seen of this great Man, which is, 
that the ſearching and mining into 
Things not revealed, unden Pretence of 


their being contained in that which is 
revealed, is the Error which he notes 


in the Advancement of Theology. Ae- 
cordingly, if we enquire into the Event 


and Conſequence of the afore-mention- 


ed Determination in the Council of 


Nice, we ſhall find, that the Courſe 


of Religion was thereby diverted into a 
wrong Channel, and that Chriſtianity 


from thence forward, inſtead of being 
conſidered as a practical Obligation, was 


Changed into a Speculative Science; 


Men's 


E ( 20) 

Men's Minds were irritated againſt one 
another, on account of Niceties that 
were of no Conſequence to Religion; 


and the Doctrine of Faith, or of Belief 


in Punctilios of this Kind was ſo mag- 
nified and extolled, as being neceſſary to 
Salvation, that the Righteouſneſs of 
Works was entirely neglected. Pole- 
mical Divinity was introduced into Re- 
ligion, whereby the Church was render- 
ed, if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, 


| literally militant; and the divine Pre- | 


cept of univerſal Love, which our Sa- 
viour recommended to his Diſciples, as 
his Command, was changed into that of 
Hatred to all who would not ſubſcribe, 


Whereas, had the Nicene Fathers de- 


termined nothing but in ſcriptural 
Terms ; and had declared, that a Dif- 
ference of Opinion, concerning Things 
not plainly and clearly revealed, was not 
a ſufficient Foundation for a Breach of 
Communion, it is more than probable, 


that moſt of thoſe Diſturbances, which 


have 


(27) 


have infeſted the Chriſtian Church, 
might have been prevented. 


As to the Athanaſian Creed, as that 
is a Superſtructure built upon the Foun- 
dation of the Nicene Creed, it is not on- 
ly liable to all the Objections, which 
can be made againſt that, but hath al- 
ſo many Blemiſhes of its own to anſwer 
for; ſince it has not ſo much as the 
Authority of a Council to ſupport it, 
but is now a known Forgery, detected 
by the Criticiſms of the learned Yoſſuus, 
and cannot be traced within Two Hun- 
dred Years of the Time of Athanasius. 

But, then it may be probably aſked, 
How comes it to bear the Name of 
Athanaſius ? The Anſwer to which is, 
becauſe it agrees perfectly with the 


N > Athanafian Doctrine; and had the 


Name of Athanahus affixed to it by the 


Church of Rome, becauſe he was a Per- | 
fon much eſteemed by that Church; 


and whoſe Principles, as well political 
as religious, the Members of that Church 
have 


( 22 ) 
have long laboured to propagate among 
Mankind. But, as the true Character 
of this Athanaſius is not commonly 
known ; and therefore, ſome of your 
Lordſhips may poſſibly be unacquainted 
with it, I ſhall beg Leave to inform 
you who, and what he was. 

Athanaſius was a young, forward, pe- 


tulant Deacon in the Church of Alex- 


andria, of an ambitious Spirit, with a 
Talent fitted for Diſputation, And as 
he could have no Hopes of getting into 
that Biſhoprick, unleſs he could drive 
Arius out of Alexandria, who was the 
principal Preſbyter in that Church next 
to the Biſhop; this he effected, by fo- 
menting this Diſpute about the Trinity, 
between Aris and the Biſhop; on 


which account, having got Arius ex- 4 \ 


- communicated, he had him then baniſh- 
ed out of Alexandria, Which, when 
done, no ſooner was the old Biſhop Alex- 
auder dead, but Athanafius, though then 
only a young Man, of about Twenty- | 
ſeven 


( 23) 


ſeven or Twenty-eight Years of Age, by 


the Aſſiſtance of a Set of murdering 
Aﬀeetics, forced himſelf at once into 
that high Archbiſhoprick, without ever 
paſſing through any of the intermediate 
Degrees. And, having gotten himſelf 
illegally conſecrated, contrary to all the 
Rules and Canons of the Church, he 


| prevailed on the Emperor Conſtantine to 
confirm him therein, by the Power of 
Bribes, that were given to one of the 


Emperor's Favourites. And no ſooner 
was he thoroughly eſtabliſhed in it, but 
he immediately flew in the Emperor's 
Face. And when the Emperor Conſtan- 


tine the Great was dead, treated his ſon 


and Succeſſor Conjtantius, with more 


Contempt and Inſolence, than could 
have been borne from an Equal. And 


, when he was diſpoſſeſſed of his Biſhop- 


rick for other Irregulaiities, by a nume- 


rous Council of Biſhops, regularly ſum- 
moned and aſſembled, he forced his 


Way into that See again, more than once 
or 
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or twice, over the murdered Corpſes of 

his Antagoniſts; and waded into his Ca- 

thedral, through Seas of Blood. 
But it may, perhaps, be farther aſk- 


ed, Why ſhould this recommend him to 


the See of Rome? The Reaſon of 
which is, becauſe this was all done by 
the Connivance, and with the Concur- 
rence of that See: Athanafius, while he 
treated all the reft of Mankind, and 
even his own Royal Maſter, with the 


_ utmoſt Inſolence, having paid a ſervile 


Court to the Papal Chair. Inſomuch, 
that in the Books of the Cannon-Law, 


the firſt Precedent that is, or can be 


produced, in Support of the Papal Su- 
premacy, is this Inſtance of the ſervile 


Submiſſion that was paid by Athanaſius 


to Pope Julius. And therefore, I ſhould 


apprehend, that all Proteſtants, who 
have renounced the Supremacy of the 


Pope, and the Independency of the 


Church upon the State, ought to be for 


of 


(25) 
of their Liturgy, into which it was pro- 
bably inſerted, only with a View of re- 


commending his political Principles, un- 


: der the Shelter and Influence of his re- 


Jagjoud Doctrines. 

But, my Lords, ſuppoſe we | ſhould 
allow this Creed to be no Forgery, and 
that it had the Sanction of a Council to 
ſupport it, there are ſtill more Obje- 
. tions againſt it, than are to be urged 
againſt the Nicene Creed. For, as it 
ſearches and mines further into that 
which is not revealed, than even the 
Nicene Creed does, it is ſo much the 
more faulty as a Creed, which ought to 
contain nothing that is not plainly and 
clearly revealed in the Scriptures. 

My Lords, I deſire you will be fo 
| good as to obſerve, that I do not take 

upon me to ſay, that the Doctrine con- 
tained in the Albanaſian Creed is falſe ; 
L only ſay, it is not plainly and clearly 
revealed. Nor, do I preſume to con- 


demn n who think chr have Evi- 
IE C 5 dence 
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dence ſufficient to juſtify their being pe- 
remptory, and poſitive, in the Support 
of it. I judge no Man; and only ſay, 
it contains a doctrine of ſo nice, fo diſ- 
putable, and ſo metaphyſical a Nature, 
as is hardly fit to be treated on in the 
Schools; but is, I am certain, by no 
Means ſuffciently revealed to be made 
the Subject of a Creed, which is com- 
manded by publick Authority to be read 
by the Miniſter, and repeated by the 
People, in the publick Service of the 
Church; where the low, as well as the 
high, are ordered to aſſemble them- 
ſelves; and which ſhould be, according 
to St. Paul, not to doubtful Diſputations, 
but that they may with one Mind, and 
one Mouth, glorify God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 07 | 
And ſuppoſe, my Lords, we ſhould i 
further allow, that the Doctrine con- 
tained in the Athanafian Creed may be 
true; can any one, nevertheleſs, Juſtify 


thoſe damnatory Clauſes, which, ina. 
Point 


„ 

Point of ſo diſputable a Nature, and of 
ſo difficult a Determination, ſo poſitive- 
ly aſſert, that every one that does not 
keep this. Faith whole and undefiled, ſhall, 
without doubt, periſh everlaſtingly. , And 
again, that he that will be ſaved, muſt 
thus thin of the Trinity. And, con- 
cludes with declaring, that This is the 
Catbolick Faith, which, except a Man 
believe fai ehfully, he cannot be ſaved, 
Hard Words! and ſeeminly unfit for the 
Mouth of a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant. 

But, my Lords, let us now, on the 

contrary, only for Argument Sake, ſup- 
poſe, that the Doftring contained in the 
Athanafian: Creed is wrong; and, unleſs 
the Author of it was infallible,. there is 
a Poſſibility that it may be ſa; and then 
let us conſider what would be the Conſe- 
quence — l dread to name it; as it 
would be no leſs than Blaſphemy —— 
For, if the Father, and the Son, have 
not from all wenden been con- ſubſtan- 
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tial, and co-equal, the Aſſertion of that 
Propoſition would be Blaſphemy. 
My Lords, I will own freely to your 
Lordſhips, that it is the Dread and Ter- 
ror of a wrong Determination, in a 
Point of ſo delicate a Nature, that 
makes me ſolicitous for having this 
Creed removed out of our Liturgy, In 
a Matter of ſuch great Conſequence, 
and where the Honour of God the Fa- 
ther is ſo nearly concerned, I own, that 
I am fearful how I put any other Being, 
or. Perſon, upon a Level with him, 

The moſt zealous Advocates for the 
Atbanaſian Doctrine have, when hard 
preſſed, been forced to allow, that there 
is a Priority of Order and Dignity be- 
tween the Father and the Son. Becauſe 
the Father is unbegotten, though the 
Son is not; and the Son is ſaid to be / 
commenced and ſent, though the Fa- 
ther is not. Now, if this Priority of 
Order and Dignity, does not conſiſt in 
| Words only, but is founded i in Nature, 

and 
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and it be allowed, that there is ſuch a 
real Difference between the Father and 
the Son, as to be a Foundation in the 
Nature and Reaſon of Things, for this 
Priority of Order and Dignity, I won- 
der how the ſame Perſons who allow 
that, can poſſibly aſſert, that in this 
Jrinity, none is afore, or after other ; 

none is greater, or leſs than another. | 
The Diſtinction is at beſt ſo exceed- 
ing nice between a Priority of Order, 

and a Subordination; or, rather between 
a Priority of Order and Dignity, found- 
ed on the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
and a Priority in Exiſtence and Power, 
that I own it is two ſubtile for my Com- 
prehenſion. And then, I beſeech your 
Lordſhips to conſider, whether this is a 
fit Subject for the Publick Soaps of the 


Church, 


My Lords, I fear have already wel. 
paſſed on your Patience too long; but, 
before I ſit down, I think it my Duty 
to mention one Objection to your Lord- 
: ſhips, 
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ſhips, and, indeed, the only one of any 
Force, that I have ever yet heard, to 
theſe Alterations, which are propoſed to 
to be made in Favour of the Diſſenters; 
and that is, the Fear and Danger of In- 


novations, which, when once begun, no 
2 knows where they will end. 


In Anfwer to which, I ſhall beg 


Leave to obſerve, that if your Lordſhips 
are pleaſed to paſs theſe Heads of a Bill, 


Jet them go where they will, or let 
them receive what Alterations they may, 
your Lordſhips upon their Return, will 
be ſtill Maſters of them, and if you do 
not approve of them, you may then 
quaſh them, if you pleaſe.” ? 

But I own, my Lords, that I am un- 


der no Apprehenſion of their receiving 
any difagreeable Alterations, as I do not 


think the Church is in any Manner of / 
Danger under the preſent Adminiſtra- 
tion, And Iam perſuaded, that if my 
Lords the Biſhops will but ſhew them- 
ſelves inclined to amend, what they can- 

not 


"Try * 2 
not but ä is aki they | 
find the Laity ready to aſſiſt 55 a. : 
port them, rather than otherwiſe. 2:5 
We ſes: Alterations and Innovation 
frequently made in the temporal Conſti- 
tution of the State, and no ill Conſe- 
quences following from thence ; and as 
we have the Promiſes of God, that he 
will take ſuch Care of his Church, as 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it, if we do but put any Confi- 
dence in him, or his Word, ſurely there 
is leſs Reaſon to be under Apprehen- 
fion for the Church than for the State. 
. I eannot, therefore, but join with 
the great Lord Bacon in an Obſervation, 
which he makes in his Treatiſe on Church 
Controverfies, where, addreſſing himſelf 
to the Biſhops, he has theſe Words, 
which I ſhall beg Leave to read to your 
Lordſhips: * Again, to my Lords. the 
* 9 BAY I fay, that it is hard for them 
EC "ow Blame (in the Opinion of an 
indifferent 
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indifferent Perſon) in ſtanding ſo pre- 
ciſely upon altering nothing: Laws 


not refreſhed with new Laws wax 


ſour. Without a Change of IIl, a 


Man cannot continue the Good. To 
take away many Abuſes ſupplanteth 


not good Orders, but eſtabliſheth 
% A contentious retaining of Cuſtom 


is a turbulent Thing, as well as In- 


novation. A good Huſband-man is 
ever pruning in his Vineyard or Field; 


not unſeaſonably, indeed, nor unſkil- 


fully, but lightly; he findeth ſome- 


thing ever to do. We have heard of 


no Offers of the Biſhops, of Bills in: 


Parliament ; which, no doubt, Pro- 
ceeding from them, to whom it pro- 


perly belongeth, would a ever re- 


ceived Acceptation- 1 
And, therefore, my Lords, that this 


Objection may no longer lie rb the 


whole Bench of Biſhops, I take the Li- 
. of . theſe Heads of a 


Bill. 


(33) 
Bill, And, humbly move, that wy 


may be now received, 


| « Heaps of a Bill for more effectu- 
ally uniting his Majeſty's Pro- 
<«« teſtant Subjects, and for ex- 

18 85 < plaining An Act for the Unifor- 
Lay mity of n 8 „ 


„ Wurkras, it appears from the 
Words of the aforeſaid Act, for the 
** Uniformity of Publick Prayers, &c. 
That the Deſign of the Declaration 
of Aſſent, and Conſent, required to 
be read by every Parſon, Vicar, or 
other Miniſter, who hath, or ſhall 
enjoy an Eccleſiaſtical Benefice or 
Promotion in this his Majeſty's King- 
« dom of Ireland, is, that they ſhould 
give their uufeigned Aﬀent and Con- 
«« ſent to the Uſe of all Things, contain- 
« ed in the Book of Common- Prayer : 
And, whereas the removing all 
onen Doubts and Difficulties, 
. * in 


F 

in Matters of Conſcience, may con- 
tribute not only to unite his Majeſty's 
Proteſtant Subjects among themſelves 
but alſo, to encourage foreign Pro- 
teſtants to come and ſettle among 
us : 
We pray it may be enacted, that 
every Parſon, who ſhall, after the firſt 


Day of Which ſhall be in 


the Year of be pre» 
ſented, or collated, or put into any 
Eccleffaſtical Benefice ot Promotion, 


within this his Majeſty's Kingdom of 


Treland, ſhall in the Church, Chapel, 


or Place of Publick Worſhip, belong- 
ing to the ſaid Benefice or Promotion, 


upon ſome Lord's-Day, openly, pub- 
 lickly, and ſolemnly, read the Morn- 


ing and Evening Prayers appointed to 
be read, by and according to the ſaid 
Book of Common- Prayer, at the Times 


in the afore-mentioned Act appointed; 
and after the reading hereof, ſhall 
| * and 3 before the Con- 


" gregation: 


{ 


5 


* lowing, and no other; any thing in 


fb 


cc 


cc 
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gregation there aſſembled, declare his 
unfeighed Aſſent and Conſent to the 
Uſe of all Things therein contained 


and preſcribed, in theſe Words fol- 


the afore-mentioned Act to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. 


*. J A. B. do herely give my unfeign- 
ed Aſſent and Conſent to the Uſe of 


all, and every Thing contained and 


preſcribed, in and by the Book en- 
 tituled, The Book of Common- Prayer, 


and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
craments, and other Rites and Cere- 
monies of the Church of Ireland; to- 
gether with the Pſalter, or Pſalms of 


David, pointed as they are to be ſaid, 


or ſung in Churches; and the Form 
or Manner of making, ordaining, and 


conſecrrting of PEN Prieſts, and 


Deacons. 
« And, whereas a oreat Variety of 
Creeds do but contribute to confound 


the Minds of weak Perſons, and to diſ- 
<« unite 


ee unite proteſtants Ba themſelves: 2 
We pray it may be enacted, that in 
* ſuch Places in the afore-rventiohtd 
« Book of Common-Prayer, where the 
* Rubrick directs the Creed, commonly 
4 called the Nicene Creed, or the Creed 
«© commonly called the Arbangſian Creed, 
© to be read; the officiating Miniſter, 
© ſhall read the Creed commonly called 
* the Apoſtle's Creed, inſtead thereof, 


La) 


7 
* 


s and not the Meene Creed, or the 


* Creed, en called the — 


f 1 | 
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